EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains



EVENT #8: Another Local Homesteader, Ms. Rachel
Smith, Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave. &
Began Making Improvements; Neighbor Complains
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

By Friday, 4-1-2016, Mr. Byrd & Ms. Wilson Had Noticed That The
Property Behind Their Home, 2233 Angler Ave., Was Also Abandoned
and Facing Years of Neglect.

There was no gate on the front of the property & the windows were covered- rusted
cans of paint laid outside the wooden shed, & garbage littered the grounds. Old
newspapers littered the front of the property & the tall grasses leading to the front door
were undisturbed; it didn't like like anyone had cared for the property in years. The
couple had knocked on the door at various occasions just in case someone was there; it
was apparent that no one was. In fact, this was one of the many properties within a
block of the couple's home that had been vacated for years.

T
Looking over the fence on 4-1-2016.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Photographs of 2232 Angler Ave. Before Making Improvements:

F

Foxtail grasses growing up dgaint the fence the ouple 's fence.

W i 8

A bec;ut;ful rock wall looks like it was once ar f a grea garden, view from south side
of red fence.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains
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frnt of propértj/,' still FACING NORTH.

Walking nearer to
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains
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Front f 223 Aler as it had appeared for 6 months at this time since the couple moved in.

Facing SOUTHWEST & looking at the front door from the previous
photo, grasses undisturbed to front door.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

The Foxtails Were Causing A Fire Hazard To Several Wooden
Structures, Including The Main House, Two Wooden Fences, A
Shed, & The 3 Neighboring Properties:

Right: The entire north side of the main house is
physically comprised of wood, & the foxtails grow
directly against it.

Below: The north side of the main house has a
wooden garden fence, also in jeopardy of a fire.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Above: Wooden shed as discovered; rusted metal
cans & very old paper tacked to the door indicate
further evidence of neglect & abandonment.

Right: Southwest side of wooden shed as
discovered.

Below: Homes in Middletown, California burning
from 2015 wildfires; Mr. Byrd & Ms. Wilson had
fled these wildfires before moving to Commercial
Ave.

Photo source- "ABC 7 News"':
http://abc7chicago.com/news/hundreds-of-homes-destroyed-
thousands-evacuated-from-valley-fire/983519/
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

After Crawling Through An Open Window, They Documented
Where The Ceiling Paint Was Peeling In Several Places Caused
By Rain Leaking Into The House:

Directly inside the front door, this was the view.

Walking forward from previous photo, then turning southeast; 2 places where
ceiling is peeling- some had been pulled down already (& put in trash bags) in this
photo.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Another leak in the ceiling left plaster all over the living room
floor. Some furniture was in the house- but it was mostly empty.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

A Note In The Shower Indicated When Someone Was Last There:

This note was found taped to the back of the

shower. A closer look at the note.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

A Closer Look Shows That “Mortgage Contracting Services”
Winterized The Home On 3-30-2014, meaning no one had been

here for years.

Now with tape pulled back/
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

They Added A Gate & A NO TRESPASSING Sign:

On May 5", after several days pulling up grasses along the fence-line by local friend
Ms. Rachel Smith, Mr. Byrd, & Ms. Wilson, they erected a gate for 2233 Angler Ave.; the
chainlink was cut from the old chainlink that was on 2232 Commercial Ave.




EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

i .

Chainlink cut om fece discovered upon arrival at 2232 Commercial Ave.- see
previous photos.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Ms. Smith Filed a DECLARATION OF CLAIM OF ADVERSE
POSSESSION On 2232 Angler Ave. On 5-9-2016:

Will Rosenberg, a longtime friend of Ms. Smith who had also known Ms. Wilson for
years on good terms for years, drove Mr. Byrd, Ms. Wilson, & Ms. Smith to the Kern
County Assessor's Office, where Ms. Smith filed a DECLARATION OF CLAIM OF
ADVERSE POSSESSION on 2233 Angler (see photos on following 2 pages to witness
paperwork).

While in Bakersfield, Mr. Byrd and Mr. Rosenberg pitched in to purchase 5 “15 foot
bamboo fencing” segments from Lowe's as a giff to give to ms. Smith to provide privacy
between her & her new neighbors, & to add to the general aesthetic of the property.

Mr. Byrd, Ms. Wilson, & Ms. Smith a/l sought “to produce a food supply which
alleviates personal dependence upon their need for welfare, & also from having to
purchase "food wrapped in garbage which ends up in landfills". All 3 individuals
express that it is part of their religious beliefs to be “good stewards of the land” & to
practice “good will to all”; all 3 felt that by ‘‘fixing up dilapidated properties & then
growing enough package-free food that they could share” was a way to fulfill their
beliefs in a way which was not in conflict with anyone else.

Ms. Smith thrilled that this is possible; Mr. Byrd & Ms. Wilson were grateful to
be able to help this lifelong resident with a good heart have a home & a place to
grow food for the first time in her life.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Page I of Ms. Smith's Declaration of Claim, stamped by Kern Assessor's Office on 5-9-
2016.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Page 2 of Ms. Smith's DECLARATION OF CLAIM OF ADVERSE POSSESSION.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

They Began Weed Abatement:

After the foxtails turned brown & began causing a wildfire, rodent, & snake hazard to
the neighborhood (& fire hazard to itself), Ms. Smith, Mr. Byrd, & Ms. Wilson cut a
doorway into the fence that separated their yards & began pulling grasses 5-1-2016.

™

After they began pulling grasses- also the invasive shrub whose roots were growing
under the shed has been remove (see page 163 & 164).

et
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More clearing of grasses.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Rebuilt & Cleaned The Rock Wall:

Rock wall after bein rebuilt; grass being cleare around

wooden shed.

Another anle of the ck wall after it began to et xd up;
Ms. Smith is in the background of the photo hauling rocks.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Half the property cleared of grasses, garbage, & deadwood; wall fixed, & invasive shrubs
removed from in front of the shed & also from within the rock wall area (see pages 164, 174, &
175). Bamboo fencing rolled up in foreground purchased from Lowe's by Ms. Smith..
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Community Helping Community:

Many community members looked forward to the "community garden" &
"wildharvesting cooperative" that Mr. Byrd & Ms. Wilson had been planning & working
to establish, including Ms. Smith. Ms. Smith also had plans “to garden the entire yard
with food” & “to share with neighbors & community members”. Mr. Byrd & Ms.
Wilson volunteered to help their new neighbor prepare her yard for gardening, as they
had most of their grounds planted & it was only halfway through May- so they were
making good timing to get a big crop going this year. It was figured by everyone- "If the
previous owner DOES come back to challenge the claim- & it doesn't look like they are-
at least they will appreciate that the yard was taken care of & the house is fixed up &
that there's food growing instead of a fire hazard." Ms. Smith also had plans to fix the
peeling ceiling. If the title holder never did show up again, however, the group looked
forward to creating a massive community garden between the two properties, & to
finally- for the first time in their lives- have “a home to live in”.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

Northwest corner of property grasses abatea’zn front of fence & along nezghborzg
property (2229 Angler Ave.).

Clearlng the grasses rocks garbage & deaa’wooa’ along east & north sides of properly
protecting neighboring yards including 2232 Commercial Ave. (south side of rear
building shown).
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

5-10-2016, While Installing Bamboo Fencing, Conflict Arises...

While clearing grasses & installing bamboo fencing, Mr. Byrd, Mr. Rosenberg, & Ms.
Wilson were approached by 3 neighbors from 2229 Angler Ave. including 2 adult males,
one older than the other, & one adult female. There was no conversation, as they
appeared irate (showing signs of feeling great anger). Only the eldest of the 2 men
spoke, in a loud voice declaring: ““The Sheriffs are on their way. You're all a bunch of
squatters. You're squatting on this property, and on that property!” He pointed at 2232
Commercial Ave. “The Sheriffs are on their way and you're all going to be arrested for
trespassing!”

Ms. Wilson picked up Ms. Smith's claim papers (pages 176 & 177) & attempted to
show them, claiming that the group was "lawfully on the property”, & that “this is the
paperwork she (Ms. Smith) filed with the State", but the man who was doing the talking
showed no interest in looking at the paperwork. He reiterated that the Sheriffs were on
their way, & that they were all going to be “Arrested for trespassing”. Ms. Wilson, Mr.
Byrd, Mr. Rosenberg, & Ms. Smith then proceeded to take down the bamboo fencing, &
then they brought the fencing and the gardening tools over to 2232 Commercial Ave. to
wait for the Sheriffs so they could straighten out the situation after showing them the
paperwork...

ot T

Ms. Smith laid rocks along the base of the fencing as decor & to deter pests. She
had plans to put up a second layer for added privacy, but this was unable to take
place.
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EVENT #8: Ms. Rachel Smith Moved Next Door Into 2233 Angler Ave., Neighbor Complains

YT
2nd section of fencing
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